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of African descent, in the service of the United States, the same
pay s is paid to othersoldiers and seamen of the same .
Resotved, That we recognize the right of soldiérs and seamen
" of African descent, in the servioe of the United States, the same
protection that other soldiers and seamen are enmtitled to by the
lavzw;rhths;aeretaryfs be ed to forward
at the of State be instructed to forw
to each of our SBenators and Representatives in Congress a copy of
the above resolutions. ' :
‘Approved February 27th, 1864.

D

NUMBER 11.
PACIFIC RATLROAD,

A JOINT RESOLUTION recommending certain changes in the Act of Con-
gress approved July 1m, 1882, mbﬁshis.ng s Pacific Hailroad and branches,

WrERzas, In the Act of Congress approved July 1st, 1862, en-
titled, ¢ An Act to aid in the eonstrnctl}:}:; of a Bai{rosd and Tele-
graph line frem the Missouri River to the Pacific Oocean, and for
other purposes,” provision is made in Sec. 14, for the construction
of a branch road from Sioux City to unite with the main trunk not
futher West than the Ope Hundredth Meridian of Longitude
West from Greenwich. And by another provision of this Act,
Sec. 8, the main trunk of the Road (at_its standing point) cannot
be located North of the Valley of the Platte River ; and as the
t0pogra‘Ph of the country will require the road to eross the main
chain of the Rooky Mountains at orin the vicinity of the ¢ South
Pass,” this North or 8ionx City branch will thus be compelled to
rin South-west at lesst one hundred and fifty miles out of ita most
direct, natural and legitimate course to unite with the main trunk;
tnd will also be required to run at right angles with all the tribu-
taries of the Platte, including the Elk Hora and Loup Fork, and
their numerous tributaries, and all other streams across whieh it
will run. Theee streams cat deep, narrow and abrupt channels in
the light alluvial soil of their beds through their entire course.. The
country is also rough, broken and hilly, without timber or other
material for building a Railroad or supporting more than a sparse
Population. These unfavorable characteristics of the country will
compe] the employment of a very large amount of extra and unne-
cessary capital in its construction. And

Waereas, In consequence of the increased distance, the anfor-
tunate and vunataral direction of the road to unite with the main
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trunk and the impracticable character of the country through
which it must now run in obedience to the present requirements of
the law, there is no probability that that branch can or will ever
be eonstructed unless the law be so modified as to avoid these ob-
stacles, &nd to allow it to run on the nearest and most practicable
route. And ~

Wazreas, Should said law be so modified as to allow said Sioux
City branch to run westwardly from Sioux City by the nearest
and most practicable route to unite with the main trunk, and
also to allow an Independent Company to build that Branch, it will
enable the road to run up the streamns coming down from the
Mountains, along which alone are found timber, coal and other ma-
terial necessary 1n the construction of a Railroad, it will immedi-
ately call in the work an adequate amount of talent, enterprise and
capital, which could not otherwise be enlisted, thereby insuring
the early completion of said branch ; also all the roads running in
that direction through the State of Iowa and Minnesota. It will
not only materially sEorten the distance on that foute between the
Missouri River and the Mountains, but will lessen the expense of
construction nearly it not guite one-half, and it will also place on
an equal footing roads which are equally necessary to the full de-
velopment of the whole country. Therefore

esolvsd by the General Assembly e:{’ the State of Iowa, That

our Senators in Oongress be instructed and our Representatives re-
quested to use their best endeavors to secure a modification of the
said Pacific Railroad Law in the following particulars to-wit: 1st,
80 a8 to allow said branch to run from Sioux City westwardly, to
unite with the main trunk by the neerest and most practicable
‘route—the point of intersection to be a.p%roved by the President
of the United States. 2d, the said branch to be constructed to the
point of intersection with the main trunk by some independent
company, incorporated or to be incorporated by the Legislatare of
Nebraska—said, Company to be also approved by the President.
8d, that all the obligations, rights and privileges contained in said
law and amiendments thereto, shall apply to and be enjoyed by the
company constructing said Sioux git branch equally, and to
the same extent as they are enjoyed and exercised by the compa-
nies constructing other portions of said road and branches.

Resolved, That a copy of these Resolutions, duly authenticated,
be transmitted by the Secretary of State to each of our Senators
and Representatives in Congress. :

Approved March 2d, 1864, = -



